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217 North 27th Slreet

P.O. Box 35025

Billings, MT 591 07-5025
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January 20, 201 I

Dear MembETs of the Senate Judiciary Committee:

As the lead law errforoement officers in Montana's laTgest sounty, we both stongly opPoso

Senate Bill 114. The cleimed purPose of the bill is to ancouagtr cooPeTation between local and

ftderal law enforcoment offigers. Such cooperation is alreedy Occurring at a high level'

Within Yellowstone CourS, we have ,.n.*l5ointtask forces that include federal and local law

enforcement. As one example, the United States Marshals Montana Violent Offender Task

Force oontains members of the SherifPs Office and Billings Police Deparhnent. Last year alone,

this Task Foroe made 876 a:rests in Yellowstone Cor:nty. Of significance, 85 Percent of these

arrests were on local wafiants, not f'edcml wanants.

In addition, federal law enforcemeil working outside ofjoint task forces have been instumental

in arresting and tnking offor.u sFeets armed drug traffickers and child sexual predators' These

federal law enforcement officers are valuable members of our community who diligently servc

the interests of public safetY,

From a practical standpoint, the Sheriffdoes not have the time or resources to grant permission

tbr the multitude of arrest and scarch warrants that are granted every year in this County' The

bill also completely undermines the County Attorney$' and Attorney General's prosecutorial

discretion fimdamental to otu system ofjustice'

Federal law enforcement performs a lot of great work in Yellowstone County. Together, we

strive to achieve a common goal - protection of the public. Please kill this legislation that ortly

serves to undermine the cooperatiou between federal and local authorities.

Sincerely,
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Scott Twito, Yellowstone Cotrltty Attorney

Attomey General Steve Bullock

U.S. Marshal, Danell Bell

Covemor Brian D. Schweitzer

@
Mike Linder, Yellowstone County Sheriff


